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SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS OF H. R. 8836 


A BILL to amend the supplement of the Federal Aid Road Act approved July 11, 
1916 (39 Stat. 355), as amended and supplemented, to authorize appropriations 
for continuing the construction of highways, and for other purposes. 


SECTION 1 


Section 1 authorizes $25 million additional for the fiscal year 1957, 
$750 million for the fiscal year 1958, and $775 million for the fiscak 
year 1959 for the Federal-aid primary and secondary systems an@ 
extensions thereof within urban areas. The existing 45-30-25 ratio 
in the distribution of funds as well as the existing apportionment 
formula for the three categories is retained. The additional $25 
million for fiscal 1957 would be apportioned immediately upon passage 
of the act. 

It expresses the congressional intent progressively to increase the 
total authorization for these three categories by a minimum of $25 
million annually for a 10-year period ending June 30, 1969, retaining 
the same relative ratio between the three categories. 

It would authorize any State to transfer, subject to certain limita- 
tions, up to 20 percent of its apportionment under any of the three 
categories; namely, primary, secondary, and urban funds. This 
transfer provision would not affect the interstate funds. Under 
existing law, only 10 percent of the primary, secondary, and urban 
funds may be transferred. 

SECTION 2 


This section authorizes $22.5 million for each of the fiscal years 
1958 and 1959 for forest highways and $24 million for each of these 
fiscal years for forest development roads. These amounts are the 
same as provided in the 1954 act for the fiscal years 1956 and 1957. 


SECTION 3 


This section authorizes for each of the fiscal years 1958 and 1959, 
$12.5 million for park roads; $11 million for parkways; and $10 
million for Indian roads. These authorizations are the same as 
provided in the 1954 act for the fiscal years 1956 and 1957. 


SECTION 4 


This section. authorizes $1 million for each of the fiscal years 1958 
and 1959 for public lands highways. This authorization is the same 
as provided in the 1954 act for the fiscal years 1958 and 1959. 


SECTION 5 


This section provides that the funds authorized for forest highways, 
forest development roads, park roads, parkways, Indian roads, and 
public lands highways shall be available for contract upon appor- 
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tionment or a date not earlier than 6 months preceding the fiscal 
year for which authorized if no apportionment is required. Similar 
contract authority was previously provided in section 6 of the 1954 
act. ~ 

It expresses the congressional intent to continue until June 30, 
1969, the authorizations for roads in the Federal domain at annual 
rates not less than those contained in above sections 2, 3, and 4. 


SECTION 6 


This section would increase the present $10 million annual emer- 
gency fund authorization (sec. 7 of the 1952 act) to $30 million for 
the repair or reconstruction of highways on the Federal-aid systems 
which are damaged as a result of disaster. ‘These funds would be 
available for use on any projects programmed and approved at any 
time during the fiscal year 1956. 


SECTION 7 


This section changes the name of the ‘‘National System of Inter- 
state Highways” to the “National System of Interstate and Defense 
Highways,” which is referred to as the National System for the pur- 
poses of this act. 

This section provides additional authorizations for the National 
System for the 13-year period beginning with the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1957, and continuing through the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1969, as follows: 


Fiscal year: Authorization 
a A a hanes ae aie a a oe iaetan ..... ! $1, 025, 000, 000 
Ss sisal acl gs same chal ins gah ected eg ieee tha te a fied ws hh ded ahs tga 1, 700, 000, 000 
NN a al te al wn das iaiaiesanhe cee ae 2, 000, 000, 000 
ee ee once i eink tnarseticar viens 2, 200, 000, 000 
a a ile eS aaa eee 
ote tee enna oe 2, 200, 000, 000 
As: win cn ws we ie is ctalsdaeeeesen'on sp bps n dane ent eat neces. 
ee ets ees Sane so a ne ee ee ee ee eee Rake ee 2, 300, 000, 000 
See eee Oa ens Fa, salah eRe Sf Riek 2, 300, 000, 000 
Se S.0t, 2) ae OS ee pee eS eraser 
la ta a a i tw ceandtiab le Hae .... 2, 000, 000, 000 
I a a oo ek a Wy Gr dha gee oh a allie Aocgeediabsidaiallt Ua scan tose on nk orig td 1, 500, 000, 000 
asc: itil digngrai ns us arene maine aco ana eed Sho a 000, 000, 000 

aN a Si wi a ea 24, 825, 000, 000 


1 In addition to the $175 million already authorized for 1957. 


The additional sum authorized for 1957 shall be apportioned 
immediately upon passage of the act. The sums authorized for the 
subsequent years shall be apportioned at least 6 months, but not more 
than 18 months prior to the fiscal year for which authorized (existing 
law). It provides for apportionment of the funds among the States in 
the ratio which the estimated cost of completing the national system 
in each State bears to the estimated total cost of completing the 
national system as set forth in the computations compiled by the 
Bureau of Public Roads on pages 6 and 7 of House Document No. 120, 
84th Congress. It provides for 90 percent Federal and 10 percent 
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State matching, with the sliding scale for the public lands States 
retained but with a maximum Federal contribution of 95 percent. 
The sums apportioned shall be available for expenditure for 2 years 
after the close of the fiscal year for which authorized (same as existing 
law). 

It prohibits apportionment of funds for the national system to any 
State which permits use of the system by vehicles having dimensions 
or weights in excess of the greater of (1) those permitted by State laws 
in effect March 1, 1956, or (2) the maximum dimensions and weights 
recommended by AASHO in 1946. It directs the Secretary of Com- 
merce to expedite a series of tests by the Highway Research Board on 
maximum desirable dimensions and weights, and to report to Congress 
by March 1, 1959, on this test. 


SECTION 8 


This section sets up a procedure whereby any State, upon its re- 
quest and subject to certain conditions, may receive a credit for any 
existing free highway or toll highway located upon the National Sys- 
tem, which measures up to the standards of construction required for 
said system. The Secretary would determine whether or not the 
highway meets such standards. Any State receiving such credit would 
be entitled to use the same for the construction of projects, pursuant 
to regular Federal-aid procedures, on the primary system, provided 
that all Federal-aid highway funds apportioned to the State have been 
expended and all funds allocated under this Act have been contracted. 
Any State receiving a credit on account of a toll highway shall have 
the option of using such credit for the payment of any outstanding 
debt on the highway, which highway shall then become free of tolls. 


SECTION 9 


This section permits the Secretary to acquire rights-of-way, in- 
cluding control of access, for the National System, if requested by the 
State. The power is to be exercised only if the State is unable to 
promptly acquire the right-of-way and if the State agrees to pay 10 
percent of the cost, or such lesser percentage which represents the 
State’s pro rata share as determined in accordance with section 7. 
Whenever rights-of-way on the National System are required over 
public lands of the United States, the Secretary may make necessary 
arrangements for rights-of-way and control of access. 


SecTion 10 


To facilitate the acquisition of rights-of-way in a most expeditious 
and economical manner, the Secretary is authorized, subsequent to 
the fiscal year 1956 and upon request of the State, to make available 
to the State for acquisition of rights-of-way in anticipation of con- 
struction, an amount not exceeding 20 percent out of each class of 
funds apportioned to the States. Roads are to be constructed within 
a 5-year period following the fiscal year in which a State makes such 
request. 
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SECTION 11 


This section authorizes the use of Federal funds to reimburse a 
State, in the Federal pro rata share, for the cost of relocation of 
utility facilities necessitated by the construction of a project on the 
primary, secondary, or National System, whenever a State shall pay 
for such cost. The Secretary is authorized to make the payments 
to the State on the basis of an agreement approved by him between 
the State and the utility. 

SEcTION 12 


This is a policy statement that all segments of the Federal-aid 
systems be improved to standards adequate for national defense and 
the national economy as soon as practicable. The Secretary is to 
include in his annual reports to Congress a statement on the progress 
made in attaining this objective, together with recommendations with 
regard to the programs, so that the Congress may act with respect 
thereto. 


SECTION 13 


This section provides that agreements between the Secretary and 
the State highway departments covering projects on the National 
System shall contain a clause providing for no additional points of 
access to or exit from the project without prior approval of the 
Secretary. Such agreements shall also have provisions to insure to 
the users of the system the benefits of free competition in purchasing 
supplies and services. 


SECTION 14 


This section authorizes the incorporation of any toll road, bridge, 
or tunnel as part of the National System, if it meets the standards 
adopted for said system. It authorizes funds under this act or prior 
acts to be available for expenditure, subject to certain conditions, on 
projects approaching any toll road, bridge, or tunnel. 


SecTION 15 


This section broadens the definition of the term “construction” to 
include the cost of establishment of temporary and permanent geodetic 
monuments in accordance with specifications of the Coast and Geo- 
detic Survey, and also the cost of relocation of building tenants and 
demolition of structures or removal of usable buildings to new sites, 
including the cost of such sites. 


SECTION 16 
This section provides that section 13 of the 1950 act requiring public 


hearings for bypass projects shall not apply to projects constructed 
on the National System. 


SECTION 17 


Savings provision. 
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SECTION 18 
Separability provision. 


SECTION 19 


This section provides that this Act may be cited as the ‘Federal 


Oo 


Highway Act of 1956.” 





